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VP-23, NAS Brunswick, Maine, 1993,

Welcome Aboard

The officers, men and women of Patrol Squadron TWENTY-
THREE extend n warm "Welcome Aboard" to all of our guests today.
This Disestablishment Ceremony marks the completion of over fifty-
three yoars of distinguighed service. We are honored that you are
here to share this occasion with us.

Upon the arrival of military dignitaries receiving honors,
guests in uniform should rise and render salutes along with the
squadron, Guests in civilian attire should remain seated. All guests
ghould rise for the Parade of Colors, Invocation, Benediction, and
Retirement of Colors.

PROGRAM OF EVENTS

ARRIVAL OF DISTINGUISHED GUESTS
*PARADE THE COLORS
*NATIONAL ANTHEM

*INVOCATION
Commander William J. Darcy, CHC, USN

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Commander Ronald C. Schuller, USN
Commanding Officer, Patrol Squadron TWENTY-THREE

SQUADRON HISTORY AND DEDICATIONS
Commander Ronald C. Schuller, USN

INTRODUCTION OF GUEST SPEAKER
Captain John D. Roberts, USN
Commander, Patrol Wing FIVE

GUEST SPEAKER
Rear Admiral S. F. Gallo, USN (Ret)

REMARKS AND DISESTABLISHMENT
Commander Ronald C. Schuller, USN

*BENEDICTION
Commander William J. Darcy, CHC, USN

*RETIRE THE COLORS
CEREMONIAL CAKE CUTTING

Acknowledgements

Music provided by the U.S. Navy Band, Newport, Rhode Island.
Color Guard provided by Naval Air Station Brunswick, Maine.

*‘Guest Please Rise




FROM COMMISSIONING TO DECOMMISSIONING

During the middle ages the mark of knights and other nobles was a
"coach whip pennant” called a pennon. The size of these pennons as well as
their diverse splendor usually signified the relative rank and importance of
the noble it heralded. During the infancy of modern naval seapower, those
nobles rarely embarked upon seagoing vessels, but when they did, they flew
their pennons from the most visible place on the ship, usually the forecastle
or main mast.

Perhaps the first time the commissioning pennant was used
independent of feudal heraldry dates back to the 17th century during a
conflict between the Dutch and English. Admiral Maarten Harpertzoon
Tromp, of the Dutch fleet, hoisted a broom at his mast head to indicate his
intention the "sweep the Royal Navy from the sea.”

The gesture was scon answered by British Admiral William Blake,
who hoisted a horse whip, to indicate his intentions to chastise the Dutch.
The British carried out their boast and ever since a narrow coach whip
pennant (to symbolize the original horse whip), has been the distinctive
ward of a vessel of war and has been adopted by all nations.

The commissioning pennant, as it is called today, is blue at the hoist,
with a union of seven white stars; it is red and white at the fly, in two
horizontal stripes. (The number of stars is arbitrary). The pennant is flown
at the main mast by naval units not commanded by or carrying flag officers.
In lieu of the commissioning pennant, a unit with a high ranking officer or
official embarked flies that officer's own personal flag or command pennant.

When Patrol Squadren TWENTY-THREE's pennant is struck, the
squadron will be enacting an old tradition handed down from century to
century. When the commissioning pennant is finally lowered and handed
aver to the commanding officer, the squadron will be officially retired.

DISESTABLISHMENT ORDER

071900Z APR 94
FROM: COMPATWING FIVE BRUNSWICK ME

1.IT ISWITH DEEPEST FEELING OF REGRET THAT | ANNOUNCE THE SELECTION
OF VP-23 FOR DECOMMISSIONING IN FY-95. AS DIRECTED BY THE CNO,
DECOMMISSIONING IS TO BE COMPLETED NLT 31 MAR 1995.

2. FOR VP-23, THE PLAN FOR YOUR DECOMMISSIONING AND SUBSEQUENT
PERSONNEL REASSIGNMENT, WILL HAVE AS ITS FOUNDATION, THE PERSONAL
AND PROFESSIONAL NEEDS OF EACH AND EVERY SEAHAWK. NO PERSONNEL
TRANSFER WILL TAKE PLACE UNTIL AFTER YOU HAVE RETURNED TO CONUS
AND COMPLETED YOUR POST-DEPLOYMENT STANDDOWN. THE ENTIRE CPW-
5 STAFF WILL BE DEDICATED TO WORKING WITH THE DETAILERS AND THE
SQUADRON TO ENSURE THE PLANNING AND COMPLETION OF AN ORDERLY
AND LOGICAL DISESTABLISHMENT.

3. AS THE SEAHAWKS COMPLETE WHAT HAS ALREADY BECOME A RECORD-
SETTING DEPLOYMENT. KEEP YOUR SELVES FOCUSSED ON THE PROFESSIONAL
AND SAFE OPERATIONS THAT ARE YOUR TRADEMARK. YOU ARE MAKING MPA
HISTORY IN YOUR CURRENT REAL-WORLD OPERATIONS, AND IT IS FITTING
THAT VP-23 WILL ALWAYS BE REMEMBERED FOR YOUR SIGNIFICANT
CONTRIBUTIONS TO OPERATIONS SHARP GUARD AND DENY FLIGHT. CAPTAIN
ROBERTSJ/

2823502 JUN 94
FROM: CNO WASHINGTON DC/N0S//
SUBJ/FY34-95 SHIP AND AIRCRAFT SQUADRON DECOMMISSIONING\
RMKS/1, THIS NAVADMIN PROVIDES ALL FY95 SHIP AND AIRCRAFT SQUADRON
DECOMMISSIONINGS FOR PLANNING PURPOSES.....

8. AIRCRAFT SQUADRON CURRENT POS DECOM DATE

VP 23 BRUNSWICK FEBSS.../




REAR ADMIRAL S. F. GALLO
USN (Ret)
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Rear Admiral S. F. Gallo was born in Brooklyn, New York, on 1 July
1936. He attended the New York State Maritime College and graduated in
1957 with a B. S. in Maritime Engineering in addition to a Third Engineer's
Merchant License in Steam and Diesels. Rear Admiral Gallo was
commissioned an Ensign in the U. S, Navy in November 1958, His first
assignment was aboard USS ESTES (AGC-12) homeported in San Diego
where he served as main Propulsion Assistant until July 1960. Hecommenced
flight training and was designated a naval aviator in October 1961.

After designation, Rear Admiral Gallo reported to Patrol Squadron
TWENTY-THREE in Brunswick, Maine, serving there until June 1965. He
then reported to the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California,
where he received a degree in Aeronautical Engineering (AeE)in June 1968.
His next assignment was as Communications Officer of the staff of
Commander, Carrier Division TWENTY, initially aboard USS ESSEX and
later aboard USS INTREPID. After the decommissioning of COMCARDIV
TWENTY, he reported as Communications Officer of the staff of
COMCARDIV FOURTEEN aboard USS WASP where he served until
January 1971. He next reported to Patrol Squadron THIRTY for tranzition
to the P-3 enroute Patrol Squadron ELEVEN in Brunswick, Maine, where
he served as Safety Officer and Operations Officer. In 1973, Rear Admiral
Gallo attended the Naval War College. After training at Patrol Squadron
THIRTY, Rear Admiral Gallo reported to Patrol Squadron TWENTY-FOUR
as Executive Officer and subsequently Commanding Officer serving until
December 1976. He then reported to the staff of Commander, Patrol Wing
FIVE as Operations Officer until February 1979. His next assignment was
to OPNAV in Washington, DC, as P-3 Program Coordinator until April 1980
when he became Executive Assistant to the Supreme Allied Commander
Atlantic Fleet/Commander in Chief Atlantic/Commander in Chief, U.S.
Atlantic Fleet until 1985 when he was promoted to flag rank and assigned
as Commander, Patrols Wing Atlantic in Brunswick, Maine. He served as
Commander, Fleet Air Mediterranean in Naples, Italy through January
1990. Then reported to Washington, DC as Commander, Naval Military
Personnel Command/Assistant Deputy Chiefof Naval Operations(Manpower
Personnel and Training) (OP-01¥Depuly Chief of Naval Personnel until his
retirement.

Rear Admiral Gallo's awards include: Defense Superior Service
Medal, Legion of Merit (3), Meritorioug Service Medal (2), Air Medal, Navy
Commendation Medal, Navy Achievement Medal, Vietnamese Service
Medal, Philippine Presidential Unit Commendation, and the Vietnamese
Civil Action Ribhon.

Rear Admiral Gallo is married to the former JoAnne Balch of
Munsonville, New Hampshire. They have three children: Elizaheth, Anne,
and Katherine




CAPTAIN JOHN D. ROBERTS
United States Navy
Commander, Patrol Wing FIVE

Captain John D. Roberts is a native of Hastings-on-Hudson, New )
York, and graduated from the State University of New York at Oswego, in '
1971. He entered the Navy as an Aviation Officer Candidate and was
commissioned an Ensign in January 1972.

After flight training and designation as a Naval Aviator in March
1973, he reported to Training Squadron TWENTY-SEVEN as a flight
instructor in Corpus Christi, Texas, Flying the S-2 Tracker and T-28 Trojan,
he taught instruments, formation and night flying. In October 1975 Captain
Roberts joined Patrol Squadron TWENTY-FOUR in Jacksonville, Florida.
Serving as the Power Plants Branch Officer, he completed two deployments
to Sigonella, Sicily and one to Keflavik, Iceland.

Captain Roberts reported to Navy Recruiting District Buffalo in
December 1978. Operating from the Syracuse "A" Station, he served as both
an Officer Recruiter and Officer Programs Director. In July 1981 Captain
Roberts was assigned to the Pre-Commissioning Unit of the USS CARL
VINSON (CVN-70)as a Catapultand Arresting Gear Officer. He participated
in the Builders and Acceptance Sea Trials, Commissioning Exercises, and
the initial "around the world" cruise,

Captain Roberts then returned to patrol aviation in August 1983
when he joined Patrol Squadron SIXTEEN in Jacksonville, Florida. During
this assignment he served as Quality Assurance Officer, Tactics Officer, and
Operations Officer and made deployments to Keflavik, Iceland and Bermuda.
From August 1986 until June 1987, Captain Roberts attended the Naval
War College where he was awarded a Masters Degree in Strategic studies.
Concurrent with his studies at the War College, he earned a Masters Degree
in Management from Salve Regina College.

In September 1987 Captain Roberts reported to Patrol Squadron
TEN as Execative Officer. He assumed command of the Red Lancers while
deployed to Keflavik, [celand in August 1988. From September 1989 to
August 1991 Captain Roberts served as the Operations Officer on the Staff
of Commander Patrol Wings Atlantic. Following thisassignmenthe reported
to the Joint Staffin Washington D). C, where he servedin the Counternarcotics
Operations Division as the Chief of Detection and Monitoring. Captain
Roberts assumed command of PATROL WING FIVE on 3 December 1993.

Captain Roberl's personal awards include Defense Meritorious
Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (two awards), Navy Commendation
Medal, Navy Achievement Medal and various other unit and general
awards. Captain Roberts is married to the former Nancy Fabrizi of Oswego,
New York. They reside in Brunswick with their daughter, Erin. Their son
Scott, is a Midshipman at the United States Naval Academy.




COMMANDER RONALD C. SCHULLER
United States Navy
Commanding Officer, Patrol Squadron TWENTY-THREE

Pateol Sguadron 23

Commander Ronald C. Schuller graduated from the United States
Naval Academy and was commissioned in June, 1976. Following flight
training, he was designated a Naval Aviator in August, 1977,

After completion of fleet replacement training, Commander Schuller
reported to Patrol Squadron ELEVEN, NAS Brunswick, Maine. His billets
progressed to Avionics/Armament Division Officer and Pilot Training Officer,
completing deployments to Rota, Spain and Lajes, Azores, in addition to
operationsin South Americaduring UNITASXIX. In April, 1981, Commander
Schuller reported to Training Squadron TWENTY-EIGHT as Advanced
Multi-engine Flight Instructor flying the T-44 aircraft. He served as the
squadron’s NATOPS Officer and was named the "1982 Instructor of the
Year”.

In 1984, Commander Schuller assumed the responsibilities of Anti-
Submarine Warfare Officer onboard USS AMERICA (CV-66), homeported
in Norfolk, Virginia. During this assignment, he earned designation as
Tactical Action Officer and participated in Mediterranean and Indian
Ocean deployments. Commander Schuller was assigned to Patrol Squadron
THIRTY, NAS Jacksonville, Florida, in 1986 for Fleet Replacement Squadron
department head and instructor pilot duties.

Hejoined Patrol Squadron TEN, NAS Brunswick, Maine, in January,
1988, serving as Training Officer and Operations Officer completing
deployments to Keflavik, Iceland, and Rota, Spain. Additionally, he was
assigned squadron Officer-in-Charge of Lajes, Azores, and Souda Bay, Crete
detachments. Commander Schuller next reported to the Bureauof Personnel
(BUPERS) in July, 1990. He served as Assistant Washington Placement
Officer (PERS 441), responsible for the placement of naval officers in the
Executive branch, the Office of the Secretary of Defense, BUPERS and the
Navy Staff.

In November 1992, Commander Schuller assumed the duties as
Executive Officer, Patrol Squadron TWENTY-THREE and became the 45th
Commanding Officer of the "SEAHAWKS" on 19 November 1993. In July,
VP-23 completed a deployment to Sigonella, Italy, where they participated
in Operations SHARP GUARD and DENY FLIGHT, while concurrently
supporting Maritime Interdiction Forces in the Red Sea, detached to
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

Commander Schuller's personal awards include the Meritorious
Service Medal, Air Medal (Strike/Flight), Navy Commendation Medal (two
awards), Navy Achievement Medal (two awards) and various other unit
awards.

Commander Schuller is the son of RADM (Ret) and Mrs, G. J.
Schuller. He is married to the former Elizabeth Stuart Stainback of Virginia [
Beach, Va. They have three daughters: Ashleigh, Catherine and Emily. ’
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STGCM(SW) JOHN E. STANSBURY
Command Master Chief
Patrol Squadron TWENTY-THREE

A Native of New Orleans, Louisiana, Master Chief Stansbury is a graduate of
Brother martin High School and the Naval Junior Reserve Officer Training Program.
Enlisted as a Seaman in April 1976, he was sent to San Diego California, for basic
training and Sonar Technician "A" school. His first assignment was to the USS
BLANDY (DD 943) in Boston, Massachusetts,

Following an extended overhaul period and a change of homeport to Norfolk,
Virginia, Master Chief Stansbury completed a Mediterranean deployment as a sonar
operator and Auxiliary Equipment Petty Officer. He then transferred back to San
Diego, California, in 1978 for extensive electronics and sonar maintenance training.
His next tour was forward deployed on the USS KNOX (FF 1052} out of Yokosuka,
Japan. From 1979 to 1951, Master Chief Stansbury served as a sonar maintenance
technician through an Indian Ocean deployment, and as the Divisional Leading Petty
Officer through a major ship's overhaul, Returning "stateside”, he completed the last
year of his sea tour as Divisienal Leading Petty Officer on USS QUELLET (FF 1077)
in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. During his shore assignment from 1982 to 1985 at Fleet
Training Group Pear! Harbor, he held a variety of positions as Instructor, Inspector,
Training Coordinator and was designated a Master Training Specialist,

Master Chief Stansbury completed passive sonar operator and supervisor
schools in San Diego before transferring in 1986 to his second forward deployed frigate
in Japan. On the USS FRANCIS HAMMOND (FF 1067} he quickly became the
recognized area AntiSubmarine Warfare expert and served as such to the Squadron
Commander during battle group operations, Major duties included Ship's 3-M
Coordinator, Enlisted Surface Warfare Coordinater, Damage Control Casualty
Evaluation Team, Junior Officer of the Deck and Combat Information Center Watch
Officer (Underway). In addition, Master Chief Stansbury served with distinction, as
Command Senior Chief during his last eighteen months onboard. In 1988, the
HAMMOND changed homeport to Long Beach, California,

A "Class 42" US, Navy Senior Enlisted Academy graduate in July 1980,
Master Chief Stansbury was assigned to Recruit Training Command Great Lakes,
1llinois. He successfully trained two recruit companies before being assigned as a
Recruit Divisional Leading Chief petty Officer. Subsequent assignments included
Appreatice Training Department Leading Chief Petty Officer, Staff manning
Coordinator, and Staff Training Officer. Duties include Total Quality Leadership
Coordinator, Command Duty Officer, and substitute Command Master Chief. He
then reported to his first aviation command, Patrol Squadron TWENTY-THREE, as
the Command Master Chief in January 1994 just two weeks prior to a major
deployment to Sigonella, Sicily.

Master Chief Stansbury earned a B.S. degree in education (with honors) from
Southern [llincis University in 1993. His military awards include the Navy
Commendation Medal (2), and Navy Achievement Medal(2), and various campaign
and unitribbons. Heismarried to the former Karen Areno of Cape Cod, Massachuselts. J







